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No Exterior Left Behind

W
hen designing a home, it is logical 
to think only of the interior, 
especially when that home is an 
apartment. After all, how often 

do we stare at the outside of our homes? In 
Jerusalem, where the Jerusalem Design office 
is located (and where we live), most exteriors 
are left to the birds. They are sad looking and 
neglected despite Jerusalem being a walking 
haven for millions of locals and tourists. This 
is why, at Jerusalem Design, we strive to make 
every exterior an opportunity to promote self-
expression and to enhance the community. We 
figure, if we get the trend started, it just might 
lead to a more beautiful Israel. 
Yet, as excited as we are about good design, 
we are also realistic. It’s not always easy to 
change exteriors. In Jerusalem, for example, 
the building codes are strict and one can 
rarely do as they like. Also, much of the time, 
people reserve their spending for the interior. 
Obviously, if the exterior of a home is an old 
ottoman house or a classic Bauhaus design, 
the architecture speaks for itself. But what 

about the rest of the tired buildings that have 
not changed since the 1950s? What about the 
dated entrances and jail-like burglar bars on the 
windows? Is this to be the fate of our “City Of 
Gold”? Two simple solutions to this problem 
include sand blasting to expose the original 
clean Jerusalem stone color or some beautiful 
shrubbery. Rarely do you need permission and 
easy to maintain greenery or a clean looking 
building go a long way.
Recently, we had the opportunity to upgrade 
an exterior for one of our Jerusalem-based 
clients. Her large kitchen window faces a busy 
alleyway that sees immense amounts of foot 
traffic. We approached her with our idea of 
having a home blend with and complement 
its surroundings and she agreed. We set to 
finding a beautiful and interesting solution. The 
challenge in this case was, due to the location, 
we had to first think practically, ensuring the 
large kitchen window was safe and our solution 
would not obstruct the small thoroughfare. 
We tested different combinations of planters 
and shrubbery coupled with burglar bars but 

nothing seemed worthy. Then it struck us. Why 
not simply combine the shrubbery and the 
burglar bars. The resulting vine-shaped burglar 
bars would stretch naturally and beautifully 
around the window, just like the beautiful 
vines found throughout Jerusalem. Soon our 
design was complete and the house was both 
safe and beautiful, giving the homeowner a 
sense of pride as well as a visually stunning 
experience for the many passersby.  
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