
Freshen Up 
Your Kitchen!
T

he kitchen is often the most challenging 
room to renovate because of its multiple 
uses. A good kitchen should allow its 
owners to prepare and store food, hang 

out while eating a snack and host family meals. 
Making these elements work together can be 
fun but can also quickly move to overwhelming 
and expensive. At Jerusalem Design, we employ 
creative and effective methods to renovate your 
kitchen no matter your budget. Let’s start with 
some simple renovation ideas.

Changing the knobs or handles on your 
cabinets is an inexpensive and simple way to 
liven up a kitchen. With plenty of beautiful 
and affordable options both online and in local 
shops, the possibilities are endless. If you have 
some time, we recommend browsing outdoor 
markets and thrift stores as they often have 
beautiful knob and handle sets, many hand 
painted, at a fraction of the expected price.

At Jerusalem Design we love what a fresh 
coat of paint can do for a kitchen. Rather than 
choosing the paint color that is trending that 
season, we recommend picking a color that 
works with the existing cabinetry. Additionally, 
the kitchen is a beautiful yet utilitarian space. 

It needs to work aesthetically, but more 
importantly, practically. To this end, while a 
stark white will bring out the color and fun of 
your stove and cooking gadgets, it will require 
more cleaning than you think. An accidental 
splash of wine or an errant squirt of tomato 
sauce wreak havoc on a white wall.

Replacing doors to your cabinets, pantry 
or the kitchen itself is another great choice. 
There are an overwhelming amount of cabinet 
and door options both online and in local 
shops. While you’re at it you may want to also 
consider adding some open shelving units. 
These shelves allow you to showcase items that 
would usually sit behind a cabinet door. There 
is a simple beauty in well-arranged glasses, 
plates, pots and pans.

If you would like to go further with your 
kitchen renovation, laying a new floor is a 
great option. Quality tiles can be safely laid 
on top of the existing tile. It may sound costly 
but these days you can find reasonably priced 
quality tiles. Many clients are shocked that 
they can get a whole new kitchen floor in a 
few days with little labor at a fraction of the 
perceived cost.

Lighting is an often overlooked part of 
kitchen design. With the right lighting you 
can showcase that beautiful stove or turn your 
guests’ attention to your marble countertops. 
We always recommend upgrading your current 
bulbs to LEDs, it will save you money and 
energy. Additionally, changing your light switch 
covers, replacing your flex or choosing new 
pendants are all high impact ways to make 
your kitchen look great.

A new backsplash and countertop are 
always a bold move. You can create a larger 
feel in your kitchen by letting your countertop 
climb the wall, becoming the backsplash. This 
continuity creates a clean and seamless feel that 
is also aesthetically interesting. New counters 
and backsplashes do require professional 
installation.

For some easy finishing touches, you can 
buy a few accessories and fixtures such as a 
new kettle, faucet or storage jars. Their low 
cost allows you to express your taste and 
color palette however you please. Whether 
you choose to match your knick knacks or opt 
for a mixed bag of design, it all works when it 
comes to accessories in the kitchen.  

Jerusalem Design offers architecture,  
interior design, & project management services. 

www.jerudesign.com

Above: New shaker door fronts were installed alongside a subway tile backsplash and new caesarstone countertop. The client wanted to replace the 
dated floor tile with a faux wood ceramic tile. We added three new glass pendants and had the pantry door painted Vermilion Red by Benjamin Moore. 
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